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large black spots, like eyes, on the sides of
its thorax. These beetles usually live singly
in flowers, grass and decaying wood. The
destructive larvae are known as wireworms.
Some of the tropical click beetles are
luminous, and one species carries two glow-
ing spots on each side of its thorax. These
beetles are sometimes worn as ornaments.
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<LIFF DWELLERS, one
of the very earliest of
American races, who left
the evidences of their
exis^enee *°- the homes
they built and inhabited
in cliffs and rocks. They
H SliPlii^ Preceded the Pueblo In-
^SHiifc^iffiSHI dians in the southwestern
part of what is now the
United States, in New
Mexico and Arizona.
The cave dwellings
were frequently built at
the cost of great labor,
and were closed and strengthened by stone
walls, while their cliff houses were veritable
fortresses, to which the inhabitants retreated
when menaced by serious danger. Any situ-
ation pleased them, provided it gave hope
of security. These dwellings have even been
found hollowed in layers of volcanic ashes,
hardened by time, while all around, pieces
of cut silex and fragments of pottery attest
the long sojourn of the people. One "cliff
palace" had a length of 421 feet, contained
127 rooms, capable of affording shelter to
1,500 persons. The dwellings were con-
structed either of assorted stones, held to-
gether with moistened clay, or of adobe or
sun-dried bricks. The circular ruins con-
tain a number of small cells, and a building,
often half-subterranean in the center, which
the Spaniards called an estufa. Some con-
tend that these estufas were the council
chambers, where the principal men of the
tribe assembled; while others hold that they
were meant to keep the sacred fire, which
is even to-day an object of veneration with
the Indians. Sometimes the homes of the
Cliff Dwellers were at a great altitude, being
as high as 800 feet above the level of a
river.
The entire San Juan valley is strewn with
the ruins. There is one long, narrow struc-
ture running in front of a cave 200 feet
wide at the mouth, where windows eighteen
inches square are the only means of entrance.
 Recent explorations have brought to light a
small number of mummies in a fair state of
preservation. Side by side with the bodies,
weapons, utensils and ornaments were found.
Agriculture seems to have been more per-
fect among the inhabitants of Arizona than
among those of New Mexico.
CLIMATEj the average condition of the
atmosphere, with respect to temperature,
humidity, rainfall, wind and storms. Weath-
er is the atmospheric condition for a
short period of time, as a day or a week,
but climate is the condition of weather for
a long period of years. Weather is con-
stantly changing; tyit there have been no
marked changes of climate for many cen-
turies.
The chief determining factors of climate
are latitude, altitude, the inclination of the
earth's axis to the plane of its orbit, distance
from the sea and prevailing winds. Of all
these, latitude is the most important factor,
since upon it, more than upon any other
cause, depends the temperature of a region,
which is the most important climatic feature.
The temperature is the highest in the equa-
torial regions and gradually diminishes to-
ward the poles. Were the surface of the
earth prefectly smooth, there would be little
or no variation in temperature for places
having the same latitude; but the general
effect produced by the different angles at
which the sun's rays strike the earth between
the equator and the poles is modified by
numerous local conditions. Chief among
these is altitude, and this, next to latitude,
is the most important agency that affects
climate. The average temperature of a place
falls one degree for every 300 feet in ascent
above sea level. In other words, 300 feet
in altitude will produce the same variation
in temperature as from thirty to sixty miles
in latitude, according to the location of the
place. Hence in the mountainous regions
of the tropics are all grades of climate from
that of the torrid zone to that of the arctic
regions.
Water is a great equalizer of temperature.
It warms and cools much more slowly than
the land. Hence, regions located in the
vicinity of large bodies of water, such as
those on the sea coast or near the Great
Lakes, have a more equable temperature than
those situated far inland. Winds blowing
over the oceans acquire the same tempera-
ture as the water. Hence in the temperate

